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FCC EXAM INFORMATION
By Scott Robinson AG7T

A NEW ERA BEGINS

The VE team had a great 2006! I want to thank each of
the VEs that helped during the year. You showed the
best of amateur radio. We had 125 people taking 157
elements leading to 52 Technician, 23 General, and 18
Extra class licenses awarded.
In last month’s wind storm we had 8 people and 3 VEs
and thus we were able to proceed with the session.
The examinees got 3 Technician, 4 General, and 1
Extra! I especially thank my fellow VEs NU6A and
N7DIP for being there under very trying circumstances.
I expect a big rush for upgrades to General after the
removal of CW requirements goes into effect in a
couple of months. You can access the FAQ's
(Frequently Asked Questions) about how it impacts
examinees by using the following web link:
http://www.arrl.org/announce/regulatory/wt05-235/ .
After the new regulations go into force, if you are a
Technician and holding onto an element 3 CSCE that
is within the 365 day validity window at the time of an
exam session, you qualify for a paperwork upgrade to
General. You still have to pay the $14 fee, show us
your government issued photo ID, original signed
license, and original CSCE forms but no element
examinations are required. In addition to element 3
credit, if you have element 4 credit reflected in a valid
CSCE you can be upgraded directly to Extra at that
exam session. - Scott AG7T

by Sam Sullivan N7RHE, President

As we start this year many changes are
occurring in our hobby. Over the years several
changes have happened, none of which stopped the
hobby or dumbed it down, but rather, brought new
growth in numbers and technology to our craft. I’m not
sure exactly when incentive licensing occurred but
approximately in the middle 1950’s. The hobby grew
and embraced new modes like single side band, the
beginning of the repeater rage, and the early data and
television modes. In 1991 was the advent of the No
Code Technician license. This brought new growth but
also the challenge of ‘Elmering’ these people as they
learned operating procedures and upgrade classes.
Yes, many have upgraded and several still
wish to. Now, the new era is the elimination of Morse
code as a license requirement but not the end of the
code mode or band plan. Elsewhere in this Relay is an
article from the ARRL Club Newsletter. I hope we can
nurture our members in the spirit of helping those new
to the hobby as well as our current members who want
to improve their operating skills and technical
knowledge. I call this challenge “Dare to Be an Elmer”.
We all need to assist in passing the knowledge and
lore, as those who proceeded us did for us.
To assist in this adventure, volunteer to Elmer
someone. Help teach the upgrade classes and
participate in programs and work parties. Become
friends with the new people. Remember, we were new
to the hobby once ourselves.
For Education ideas or to join the committee,
contact Hal KE7BYN or Guy N7ZG. For the Technical
committee contact Steve KD7IQL. If you have any
ideas for a program or would like to present a program
contact Dawn KC7YYB. To assist the Radio Officer
contact Paul N7DOH. For Field Day, contact Brendan,
KD7IKV or Steve, KD7IQL.
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Postal Address

Web Site

Send dues to

P.O.Box 4234
Renton, WA 98057-4234

www.mikeandkey.org

Jack Grimmett, Treasurer
33 Peterson Road
Port Angeles, WA 98362-8102

K7LED Repeaters

Email

Send newsletter submissions to

146.82 output / 146.22 input
(PL 103.5)
Squak Mountain
224.120 output / 222.520 input
(PL 103.5)
Tiger Mountain

info @ mikeandkey.org

Gary Bryan, Relay Editor
34033 33rd Ave SW
Federal Way, WA 98023-7724
kg7ku @ arrl.net

__________________________

President
Sam Sullivan
Vice President Carolyn Pasquier
Secretary
Dick Radford
Treasurer
Jack Grimmett
Activity Manager Dawn Humphrey
Radio Officer
Paul Roth

Reflector

http://groups.yahoo.com/mkarc

Club Contacts

_____________________________

N7RHE
WV7Q
WA7NIW
N7IHS
KC7YYB
N7DOH

svsullivan @ comcast.net
carolynp @ sprynet.com
wa7niw @ arrl.net
n7ihs @ wavecable.com
n7qhcdan @ juno.com
n7doh @ arrl.net

253-631-0663
253-862-1157
425-828-9791
206-437-2841
206-243-0163
206-550-9690

KD7IKV
N7PRS
N7ZG
KD7IQL
NA7O

kd7ikv @ arrl.net
glacialview @ att.net
guy_molinari @ hotmail.com
kd7iql @ arrl.net

425-774-1946
253-661-7882
253-630-2992
206-781-2293
206-762-4732

Logo Committee Dan & Dawn Humphrey N7QHC / KC7YYB n7qhcdan @ juno.com
Webmasters
Jim Etzwiler / Dave Smith KD7BAT / KB7PSN
kd7bat @ arrl.net

206-243-0163
206-633-1512

Trustees -No. 1 (CoB)
No. 2
No. 3
No. 4
No. 5

Brendan Burget
Pam Bryan
Guy Molinari
Stephen Cook
Frank Tate

Mike & Key Online -- Several club resources are available electronically:
On the Web — The club's site at 'www.mikeandkey.org' includes extensive information about club events:
VEC testing, membership, past edition of the Relay and more.
Reflector — The public message board offers an easy and free way to converse with club members.
To sign up, surf to: http://groups.yahoo.com/mkarc.
E-Relay — Want the newsletter in color and a day or two before the print edition arrives by regular mail?
You will also save the club some money in printing and postage costs. To sign up, send a message to the
editor: kg7ku @ arrl.net.
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Flea Market 2007

Public Service Committee Minutes

____________________________________________

[The Public Service Committee did not meet in December.]

____________________________________________

January FleaMarket Meeting Minutes

General Meeting MinutesThe January meeting was cancelled due to the
region's Show Storm event. The next meeting is
scheduled for Tuesday evening, February 6.

December 16, 2006

The December meeting was cancelled due to the
December Windstorm event, which visited us late
Thursday, December 14, through Friday.
Facilities were unaffected directly, yet the
conditions included widespread loss of power
throughout much of the region. -Ed.

____________________________________________

Sights & Sounds by Sonrise
by Dawn Humphrey KC7YYB, Activity Committee Chair

____________________________________________

Well ladies and gentlemen of the airwaves,
that was some end to the old year! Blacked-out
with loss of power to much of the area for many
days, causing the cancellation of many activities,
such as our much ballyhooed meeting and yearend drawing.
Never fear though, your chairperson isn't
going to let that hamper our start with January
and the usual monthly drawing to be held PRIOR
to the promised year-end goodies, so be sure to
bring your $$ for the January drawing. Sorry, you
will not be getting an extra chance on the yearend, now, unless you are a new member or guest,
as of Dec '06. I will have a limited amount of the
old year's tickets for that purpose. We will be
using a different color for this year's drawings.
This year also will mark the end of this
board member's run as Program and Activities
Chair. It has been fun and challenging as far as
running the raffles, and as before, I will be
available to assist with the sales, if needed, but
N7QHC Dan & I, KC7YYB are planning on doing
some traveling, since our kids both live across
country from us. .Those grandkids grow up too
fast to risk missing seeing them at least once or
twice a year!
Suffice it to say, that's why you will be
needing to find a new Chair, for my position in the
upcoming election, in March. Just a reminder, be
sure to bring your $$ for this month's drawing.
You've been great supporters of this addition to
the meetings. Thank You all for encouraging me
in the endeavor.

Board Meeting Minutesheld January 3, 2007
Officers present:
x_President – Sam Sullivan (N7RHE)
x_Vice President – Carolyn Pasquier (WV7Q)
x_Secretary – Dick Radford (WA7NIW)
x_Treasurer – Jack Grimmett (N7IHS)
x_Activity Manager – Dawn Humphrey (KC7YYB)
x_Radio Officer – Paul Roth (N7DOH)
Trustees present:
x_No. 1 – Brendan Burget (KD7IKV) COB
x_No. 2 – Pam Bryan (N7PRS)
x_No. 3 – Guy Molinari (N7ZG)
x_No. 4 – Steve Cook (KD7IQL)
x_No. 5 – Frank Tate (NA7O)

Visitors in attendance: (None recorded.)
Chairman Brendan called the meeting to order at
7:01p.m. at Galliano's Cucina in SeaTac, Wash.
Minutes: A motion to approve the minutes of the
previous board meeting, was made by Sam
N7RHE and seconded by Pam N7PRS. Motion
passed.
Officer Reports
Chairman of the Board – Brendan KD7IKV:
President – Sam N7RHE: Vice President needs
to get Membership longevity certificates ready for
the awards banquet.
Vice President – Carolyn WV7Q: New
applicants: Ronald B.Stein W7GAX. Approved by
the Board, to be recommended to the Club at the
next General Membership meeting. Carolyn also
has the new pins that will be given to new
members, and will be available for purchase to
the members for $3.00. Really nice pins.

73 Dawn KC7YYB
____________________________________________

[Continued on Page 4]
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level classes. Guy will write an article for the Relay to
find out the opinions of the membership.

Board Meeting Minutes...[Continued from page 3]

Sam N7RHE made note that January is the first
meeting where nominations will be open for club
offices.

Secretary – Dick WA7NIW: Nothing new to report at
this time.
Treasurer – Jack N7IHS: The budget will be ready at
the end of the month. The CD was renewed for a
period of1 3 months instead of a year as in the past to
get a better interest rate.
Activity Manager – Dawn KC7YYB: We will have
different colors of tickets for the raffle in 2007. Year
end raffle to be held at the January meeting.
Radio Officer – Paul N7DOH: Tiger Mountain was
without power for a week during the outages. Squak
was not, due to having a generator. All the bits are
available for putting the repeater up on Tiger, with the
possible addition of a nice large battery.

Good of the Order- Nothing for the Good of the Order.
There being no further business, Pam N7PRS moved
for adjournment. Motion Passed and Chairman
Brendan closed the meeting at 8:29 pm.
Attested: Dick Radford WA7NIW -- Secretary
_______________________________________________________

Are You A Member With A Voice?
by Carolyn Pasquier WV7Q

Committee Liaison Reports
Webmaster -- Jim reports that the web page is doing
fine.
Facilities – Brendan KD7IKV: The closet will be
cleaned out when Brendan gets to a meeting early.
Strategic Planning – Frank NA7O: Nothing new to
report at this time.
Technical – Steve KD7IQL: Nothing new to report at
this time.
Public Service – Pam N7PRS: Nothing new to report
at this time, not much going on right now.
Education – Guy N7ZG:
Field Day – Brendan KD7IKV / Steve KD7IQL:
th
rd
st
Results, 19 over all, 3 in our class, 1 in the State. It
was noted that had our score from 6A had been
submitted in class 7A, we would have won.
Awards Banquet – Scott KC7UOC: Date in April to be
confirmed later. The Awards committee has made most
of their decisions, Flea Market is still undecided due to
not having taken place as of this time.

The Mike and Key Club is intended to be a
“Member-Run” organization. This was accomplished
by changes made to the bylaws in the early 1990’s. At
that time, 5 Standing Committees were established and
each was given a Board representative to relate their
ideas, needs and financial requirements to the club’s
Board of Directors.
This system was developed to ensure that the
club’s direction was always determined by the largest
number of members possible. The only way this
method can be successful is if we have an involved
membership. If each member helped on just one
committee, the club could meet the needs (and wants)
of the most members.
So, I would ask that you review the purpose of
each of the 5 Standing Committees and determine
where you can make a difference. Contact the Board
Liaison for that committee and make your interest
known. If each of us can support just one special
interest that’s important to us, we can keep the Mike
and Key moving forward.

Old Business-

AMATEUR SPECIAL TECHNICAL INTEREST
(Board Liaison, Steve Cook KD7IQL 206 781-2293
kd7iql@arrl.net)
1. Organize and coordinate Special Interest Groups
2. Maintain awareness of advances in technology and
new products
3. Provide Major Technical Information and Support
4. Address all special Amateur operating interest
modes: CW, Phone (SSB, AM, FM, SS), Digital Modes
(RTTY/AMTOR/Packet, HF, VHF, UHF), Satellite
Operations, SHF Operations (Microwave, Optical), ATV
5. Support and Maintain K7LED Mike and Key Amateur
Radio Club Repeater Facilities
6. Collect & Disseminate Info On Current Amateur
Regulatory Interests (FCC, State, Municipal)
7. Provide Interference Activities

Regarding the MOU. Frank NA7O moved that we
decline to participate in the MOU. Motion seconded by
Guy N7ZG. Motion failed.
Guy N7ZG moved that we should send a letter to
ARES asking them to sign Draft 6 with the omission of
item 5 under Recommended Areas of Cooperation.
Seconded by Dawn KC7YYB. Motion passed.
New BusinessGuy N7ZG had information regarding the new FCC
R&O, dropping the Morse requirement for access to HF
bands. His question had to do with what direction the
Board thinks we should move in regards to Education.
It was suggested that we have a class to prepare
people for obtaining the General Class license. It was
also suggested that we continue with the Technician

[Continued on page 5]
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3. Flea Market Facilities and Publicity
4. Fund-Raising Activities
5. Domestic and International Publicity
6. Weekly Wednesday Night NET

8. Address Amateur non-operating Technical
Support
a. Antenna Structures Design & Construction
b. Station Design and Implementation
c. Station Operating Safety Assurance
d. Electronic Circuit Design & Implementation
e. Computer Resources Design &
Implementation
9. Provide guidance and direction for interested
parties toward various special interests

______________________________
Microhams Digital Conference
(incorporating the NWAPRS Winter Gathering)
by Scott Honaker N7SS
Date: February 24, 2007
Location: Redmond, WA (Microsoft Corp. campus)
Time: 9:00 to 17:00+
Lunch: Subway sandwiches (provided)
After Event: Beer and Pizza (local pizza place,TBD)
Cost: $10.00 – Covers cost of hosting & lunch
Door Prizes: Donations from Icom, MicroHams, etc.

PUBLIC SERVICE
(Board Liaison, Pam Bryan N7PRS 253 661-7882
glacialview@att.net)
1. Disaster and Emergency Response
Coordination
2. Field Day Coordination
3. Special Operating Events Coordination

This years NWAPRS Winter Gathering is
going to be hosted by the Microhams Radio club
and will be held on the Microsoft Campus in
Redmond, WA. It was relocated closer to Seattle
as a result of comments made after last years
Winter Gathering. Following the well received
example of last years event, the agenda this year
will again cover many different areas in digital
communications. We are still finalizing the list of
topcics but here are some of the sessions already
confirmed.

EDUCATION AND TRAINING
(Board Liaison, Guy Molinari N7ZG 253-630-2992
guy_molinari@hotmail.com)
1. Amateur License Training
2. "Elmering" Coordination
3. General Technical Information and Support
4. Amateur Safety Awareness Training
5. Emergency and Disaster Preparedness
Training
6. Volunteer Examinations and Examiner Training

Sessions
· Beginning APRS Presentation
· 9600 APRS Network
· Introduction to the D-Start system and demos
· New Amateur Technology – NSLU2 Herb –
KB7UVC will be EmCee.

STRATEGIC PLANNING
(Board Liaison, Frank Tate NA7O 206-762-4732)
1. Responsible for long-range (5 yrs and above)
and short-term high-level organizational planning
for the Club as a whole
2. Develop the Club vision, mission, goals, and
objectives that complement its Constitution and
By-laws
3. Track and report Club performance towards
established goals and objectives
4. Provide recommendations toward maintaining
established Club direction
5. Provide limited process analysis and reporting
support for other committees and subgroups

If you are interested in speaking, please contact
Bill Vodall - WA7NWP.
(mailto:wa7nwp@gmail.com) We still need
speakers and suggestions for topics.
Because of space limitations and parking
requirements, we are requiring pre-registration for
the event. (Please see note below for details) In
addition to the presentations, a demo area will be
setup along side the conference space and door
prizes donated by different manufactures will be
given away. If you are willing to setup a demo on
your favorite APRS or packet or any other digital
station, please contact Mike Mraz - N6MZ.
(mikemr@clearwire.net)

FACILITIES AND PUBLICITY
(Board Liaison, Brendan Burget KD7IKV 425-7741946 kd7ikv@arrl.net)
1. Monthly General Meeting Facilities
Coordination
2. Field Day Facilities and Publicity

[Continued on Page 6]
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______________________________

Registration Details
Due to the requirements for hosting the event on
the Microsoft campus, we are required to register
all the vehicles that will be parked on the campus
ahead of time. So in addition to registering for the
event, we must also collect some basic information about the vehicle which you'll be parking
on the Microsoft campus. No registration will be
considered complete until all required data is
provided. Warning: If you do not provide the
required the pre-registration information, including
the particulars on the vehicle, you will not be
allowed access to the Microsoft Campus!

Special Insert from...
the ARRL NW Division Newsletter
---

TO: Northwestern Division ARRL Members
SUBJECT: January 2007 Newsletter
--Happy New Year to ARRL Northwestern Division
members. I hope you are enjoying the first few
days of 2007 in spite of the ugly weather we are
experiencing here in the Pacific Northwest. Just
think, we could be in Colorado!

The registration fee will be collected at the door
when checking in. If you would like to pre-pay the
registration fee, please indicate so when you send
your registration e-mail for the event. Details will
be provided at that time.
Please send the following information to
registration@microhams.com

I work for a company that manufactures rocket
engines for NASA and other aerospace firms.
Earlier this week, I attended a presentation by an
Astronaut (a licensed ham) who talked about his
training. He noted that the most important
attribute of the astronaut corps is team-work. I
hope that we, as licensed Amateur Radio
operators, can work together as a unified team on
behalf of the Amateur Radio Service and our
wonderful avocation.

· Full Name
· Call sign (if licensed)
· Make, model, color and year of vehicle
· License plate number and state issued
NOTE: The primary parking for the event is in a
covered parking garage located next to the
conference building. For vehicles with large HF
antennas there is an open air parking lot available
just down the street. (Less then a 5 minute walk)
More details will be provided when you register.

Division Website URL After the Division
newsletter was distributed in October, I received
feedback requesting information about the URL
for the Division website. This web site can be
accessed via the ARRL.org URL (follow the links
to the Division) or direct via
http://mysite.verizon.net/~res0nuqa/ .
Thanks again to Rodger KK7LK and Michael
KG7HQ for their able assistance with
development and maintenance of the website.

For more information, please contact
n7ss@arrl.net or check:
http://www.microhams.com/softcontent.aspx?scId
=43.
Hope to see you at this years Microhams Digital
Conference/NWAPRS Winter Gathering,
-- Scott N7SS

FCC Actions
As you undoubtedly know, the FCC implemented
the Report and Order which restructuring some of
our bands. The most controversial aspect is the
80-meter expansion of the phone band to 3600
KHz. Following review and input from members,
the ARRL requested a modification of the R&O to
allow digital from 3600 to 3635 KHz. The FCC
maintained their confused logic and extended the
digital section from 3600 to 3585 KHz. It appears
they didn't think about or even realize that nets
[Continued on Page 7]

__________________________________________

Are You A Writer?
by Gary Bryan KG7KU

If you have ever considered dabbling in some creative
writing... or if you have come across some material that
you feel other Hams would be interested in, be sure to
drop me a line for consideration in its inclusion in the
Club Newsletter. Email: kg7ku @ arrl.net
___________________________________________
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young college and tech-school bound licensed hams. It
was both gratifying and an honor to review the
applications last year and recommend scholarship
awards to many talented young people. Do you know
that a teachers' workshop was conducted for the last
five years, helping teachers integrate electronics and
ham radio studies into their classrooms? This is a
wonderful program that has seen many positive results
for young people. You can participate in these
programs by donating or creating a bequest to fund
these and other programs. Visit
http://arrl.org/development for further information.

ARRL NW Div. Newsletter... [Cont'd from p.6]
and other activities occur in this range. But, given the
logic (?) applied by the FCC during the past few years,
I guess we really shouldn't be sur-prised. During the
holidays, I listened on these new frequency allocations
and heard only a few US signals. Time will tell if and
how this new phone allocation will be used.
Then, in December, the R&O eliminating the CW
requirement was issued. This new policy should go
into effect in January. I preferred maintaining a CW
requirement for the Extra Class License and voted as
such a few years ago when the ARRL filed its comments. But, in its quest to simplify most aspects of the
Amateur Radio, the FCC determined it was in the
'public interest & quot; to eliminate CW entirely as a
condition for all classes of licensure. Soon there will be
a number of new licensees on the bands without
having experienced the CW requirement. Please
welcome them to Amateur Radio and assist them as
they learn to participate in our hobby the same manner
most of us were welcomed when we first started as
hams. Remember, they took the time to study and pass
the various exam elements to reach a class of license
and thus, they have an interest in joining our ranks.
Consider how much you learned from the time you first
became licensed to the present. Be an ELMER.

... [ Portions intentionally removed -Ed. ] ...
Now some thoughts from our Northwestern
Division Vice Director, Bill Sawders, K7ZM.
It's the beginning of a new year with new challenges. I
have heard very little feedback on the FCC decision to
increase the size of the phone bands. The dropping of
the code requirement came as no surprise as most
countries had already led the way in doing so. The big
challenge will be our ability to protect our frequencies
from pollution produced by BPL, Broadband over
Power Lines. With the FCC staffed by 'political liberals'
with an 'anything goes' attitude, Amateur Radio, as we
know it, could certainly be on the decline. The ARRL is
standing up to these 'from bad to worse' commissioners and will do whatever is possible to protect our
spectrum.

Finally, the FCC dismissed the complaint from
Manassas, VA hams using the logic that the BPL
system there complied with current interference
criteria. If you have been following this issue, you know
that complaints weren't even notified about technical
tests and locations from which the FCC based their
decision. This is one of the first times the FCC allows
unlicensed entities to legally interfere with licensed
services! Because of this and other similar issues, the
ARRL Board determined an appeal in the Federal
Appellate court is justified. As you might imagine, this
is a very costly appeal process. I believe this filing
shows that we disagree with their possibly illegal
action.

The FCC is heading in the wrong direction and our
hobby is at risk. You can help with a generous
contribution to the ARRL Spectrum Defense Fund. On
a 'brighter' side, Dr. David Hathaway of the Marshall
Space Center announced at the American Geophysical
meeting in San Francisco, that solar cycle 24 might be
the most intense cycle in the 400 years of monitoring.
When I was first licensed, in 1957 (50 years ago!), I
can remember working Europe on 10 meters with a
dipole in the attic! Solar cycle 24 is supposed to 'peak'
in the year 2010 or 2011. My wife, Vicki, K7VKI and I
are looking forward to seeing and meeting you at the
various hamfests and swapmeets in the year ahead.
And again, please help all Amateurs, by supporting the
ARRL in protecting our frequencies. By doing so, we
can all look forward to the enjoyment that Amateur
Radio provides... for years to come!

Please consider donating to the Save Our Frequencies
Fund, coordinated by the ARRL's Development
Department.
ARRL Foundation Scholarships and Teachers'
Summer Workshops The ARRL Foundation (were I
also serve as a Board Member) just announced the
scholarship program for 2007 along with the requisite
deadlines for application. See http://arrl.org/arrlf . There
are thousands of dollars of scholarships available to

-----------------------------------------------------------------

ARRL Northwestern Division
Director: James Fenstermaker, K9JF
k9jf@arrl.org
-----------------------------------------------------------------
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19

20

SATURDAY

18

FRIDAY

17

2000 -- Youth Net
145.33 (Weekly)

1000 -- M&K Club
Meeting
1300 -- Ham Radio
exams

THURSDAY

2000 -- General
/Tech Info 145.33
(Weekly)

1900 -- M&K Public
Service Net 146.82
(Weekly)
2000 -- Computer
& Packet Net
145.33 (Weekly)

2100 -- NWSOAR
Net 146.82 (Weekly)

25
2000 -- Amateur
TV Net 147.08
(Weekly)

01 February

08

09
Relay deadline

10

0900 -- NW Swap Net
145.33 (Weekly)

03

Net 3.985 (Weekly)

0900 -- WA ARES HF

27

24

31
1900 - M&K ARC
Board Meeting

07

02

26

WEDNESDAY

Ham Nets & Events for 2007 -- JANUARY / FEBRUARY
16

TUESDAY

15
2000 -Snohomish Co.
RACES 146.92
(Weekly)

MONDAY

14
0545 & 1645 -Weather Net
145.33 (M-F)
1730 -- Puget
Sound Traffic Sys.
146.82 (Daily)

SUNDAY
2000 -- King Co.
ARES 146.82
(Weekly)
2200 -- NW
Astronomy Net
145.33 (Weekly)

06

30

23

22

05

2000 -- YL Net
145.33 (Weekly)

29

1930 -- Puget Sound
Repeater Group
146.96 (Weekly)

1830 -- WA ARES
3.985 (Weekly)

1800 -- WA Emerg.
HF 3.985 (Weekly)

21
2030 -- Snohomish
Co. ARES 146.92
(Weekly)

28

04

FleaMarket
Meeting 7pm
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