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From the Hot Seat...

TOOLS, REPAIRS, AND COMRADERIE
by Sam Sullivan N7RHE, President

Following a very successful field day the need
for repair and work parties became evident.
When the new damaged generator is replaced, it
needs final installation complete with gas tank and
power panel. Some rotor control heads need
repair. The old 20-meter beam needs to be
repaired (material is on hand).

The tower trailer needs a lot of TLC: new
decking, repair the winches, verify/repair/activate
the electric brakes. Some tower sections need to
be replaced, the club has access to reasonably
priced replacements. Interested in lending a
hand? Contact Alan KB7SVU or Brendan
KD7IKV.

Also available as surplus: an irreparable
motorcycle trailer (doesn’t have clear title) and the
old generator trailer. Both trailers have generated
some interest. If you are interested in putting your
name in the hat for either trailer, notify Brendan
KD7IKV, 425 774-1946, kd7ikv@arrl.net. The
board will decide who gets the items.

Does anyone have a need for another work
party, or do you need help with a tower or
antenna project? Restore an old rig? Remember
that many hands make for light work.

For education ideas or to join the committee,
contact Hal KE7BYN or Guy N7ZG. For the
technical committee contact Steve KD7I1QL. If
you have any ideas for a program or would like to
present a program contact Dawn KC7YYB. To
assist the radio officer contact Paul N7DOH. For
field day, contact Brendan, KD7IKV or Steve,
KD7IQL.

Hamming in Iraq, and...

| Built my First Working Antenna
by SGT Mitch Gill K7TUT, Portable in Iraq

By the time you read this | should be on the air
as YI9TUT (assuming that the licenses continue to
come out in the same fashion as others). | will be
working a lot in the General portion of the band in order
to give everyone a chance to earn a new country. So
here is where | will be, 14.025 and up CW, 14.070
PSK31 and 14.245 and up SSB. The same goes for
the other bands once | get a tuner. Also, for all club
members that want to shoot for a sked, just email me
and | will do just that. There is also a SSB DX net on
20 meters that is called the Bill Bennett Hour on 14.245
between 1400 and 1700Z that | will be checking into
when | don’'t want to be in a pileup and it will give you
another chance of catching me even if we don’t set up
a sked.

| also want to work 6 meters for the Techs and
I will also try for any ovices that are still out there in
the ovice bands. So email me if you want to try. ust
give me some time to build more antennas or get some
from the states. But if | build an antenna | can not
guarantee the results as | did attempt a 2 meter beam
here but it resonated so far out of the Ham bands that
it ended up close to operational fre uencies here.
Tyler would be laughing as | remember the first 2
meter beam | built for him. What a disaster | would
like to try 2 meter SSB here but | can’t have anything
big and no rotor so | don’t know if | will investin a
beam or uad or forget about it.

INTHISISS E
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The club s site at www.mikeandkey.org includes e tensive information about club events:

VEC testing, membership, past edition of the

and more.

The public message board offers an easy and free way to converse with club members.

To sign up, surf to: http://groups.yahoo.com/mkarc .
Want the newsletter in color and a day or two before the print edition arrives by regular mail?

You will also save the club some money in printing and postage costs. To sign up, send a message to the
editor: kg7ku @ arrl.net.
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Email received rom Hide i Saito U7

Hi lveu loaded ictures rom ield ay Goto

htt lic rcom hotos hsaito sets7 7 77 7
7 These ictures are all u loaded in ull quality as ell as
the camerahasta en Press Il si es in the buttons
above the icture, and youll be able to select di erentsi e
Please be a are thou h, that hi hest resolution icture can
be hu e Than you

Ground and tower crew putting the finishing touches on
the H antenna group

Michael urase K 7 ohn Rehnstrom 7H G,

orin the H

by Rita anielson K 7 NU

o, don’t get worried, you're not in trouble, just
the opposite. | want to thank everyone that pitched in
to make ield Day a huge success this year.

When | volunteered for the e tra duties of shopper
and griller, | was semi healthy. A few weeks before

ield Day, | developed an impingement with pinched
nerve in my right shoulder. ery painful, but thanks to
a lot of prayer, physical therapy and a few pills, | was
able to survive ield Day.

Thank you to achelle, who made the weekend
much better by pitching in loading up the van and
helping with clean up. | know, | know, she’s my
daughter, but she did all the e tras without being asked
and very willingly. As | write this, she is on a plane
heading for Clearwater, for 3 weeks. | think she
wanted to leave on a good note.

Guy olinari 7ZG working CW at the beach
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rea astdra sacro dinthebarrac sdurin ield ay

im t wiler more than once knew what
needed to be done and did it.  pening painted shut
windows in the barracks, running into town to get
charcoal for the Unit and whatever else was needed.

im made himself available without complaints. Thank
you, im.

oe, my grill buddy. Thank you for helping out
with the grilling. | really couldn’t have done it without
your help.

Tressie, the hot dogs were fantastic. Thank
you for your help and entertainment in the barracks. |
always enjoy watching and listening to the beading trio.
The creations you ladies come up with are nothing
short of breath taking. Thank you again for the
beautiful broach and earrings you, Sally and usty
gave me.

Wayne, | really appreciate you so much more
now. Thank you for the use of the Unit.

e tyear we hope to get the hostel that is just
across from the smaller barracks. The hostel sleeps
13 and is fully self contained with kitchen and lounge
area. We will then be able to accommodate 42 instead
of 29.

We didn’t have a pu le going this year, but
we had a good time anyway.

I can’t close this out without mentioning the
battle of the wits’ or maybe | should say witless’. |
think it was a tie between achelle and arry. They
kept us laughing. achelle was thrilled with being able
to talk with someone in Auckland, ew Zealand. Geo
Caching was a huge success, even if it was a bit
muddy. achelle enjoyed laughing at (with) you.

If anyone has any suggestions on how to make your
stay in the barracks more enjoyable, please let me
know. | will do what | can.

It is now time to hang up my apron for a couple
months and start planning for ne t year.

And thank you to ic, who even though he
wasn t able to attend, he still encouraged me and

helped get things ready. He knows how important this
weekend is to me.

Thank you all for allowing me, and achelle, to
serve the club in this capacity. | truly enjoy making it
easier for all to enjoy themselves without worries.
73s ita AKA Barracks om KD7C U

Field Day & My randson
de redRoberts TK

or the past two ield Days, | really missed
being a part of the K ield Day, but being President
of our local club, the iverside County A A (CA) |
felt obliged to stay at home for 2005 and 2006. |
thought, however, Kers might enjoy reading about
my delightful e perience this particular 3A ield Day.

y grandson, Dan Schmid KCOUYG, a
resident of innesota earned his Technician license
last year at age 11 during a visit with my XY (Ann)
and me. About two months ago, Dan called asking if
he could come and visit us at the end of une so he
could participate in the CA A ield Day. | doubt that
it took longer than 5 microseconds to say, You bet .

Danisnow 12 tall and a uick learner. He
was a great help in setting up the 20 station (my
responsibility), our 3 el beam at 32 feet, and was the
first one to figure out the assembly se uence for
turning our bags of parts into Screen oom Tents (to
keep the mos uitoes out) so he led the assembling
of all four of our screen tents. ice surprise

At the starting gun (Saturday 1100 A ), |
operated the 20 station for about 45 minutes
handling both operating and computer logging with
Dan by my side. When | asked him if he wanted to
take over his Yes resulted in our switching chairs.
While he handled the microphone and radio, | took
care of logging and got him into the rhythm of contest
operating. | was surprised at how uickly he got into
the swingof one S after another. So, | asked if he
would like to log for himself as well and a few
minutes after his Yes’, | left the 20 station and took
care of setting up the radials forour 0 vertical
antenna (with a 5 ft helium balloon) we finished the

0 antenna when the afternoon wind died down.

ther operators took over 20 as the day

progressed, enabling Dan and | to join my XY during
the Pot uck supper. After eating, Dan and | went our
separate ways with me hosting another newcomer to
H , and when 20 was taken over by one of our more
e perienced operators, | took off to help at the 0
tent. |finishedupon 0 at1230A , and found that
Dan had just finished operating on 40  time for us to
both hit the sack. f course, the operating drill
restarted just 5 hours later and didn’t stop until the final
bell. A few of the old timers stopped by to mention
how
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red Roberts TK or sthe air aves durin ield ay

impressed they were with Dan’s operating and how
well he fit in during the whole ield Day event. Aside
from being a proud Grandpa, | think this kid is going to
be an asset in any ield Day or contesting effort. The
ne timmediate goal is get him past SWP CW and
then ontothe Generaland tra ams.

Since my term of office ends in December, my
plans for 2007 are to boogie on up to Seattle and
participateinthe K ield Day and the plans
include Dan joining me there. After all, doesn’t every
ham deserve the chance to operate from ort lagler
at least once

by a nHum hreyK 7

ike K7  has graciously stepped up to host

our August after meeting potluck picnic. Thank You

ike. He has arranged for the clubhouse where we ve
had it a couple of years ago. He and | are soliciting
ideas for activities at the event. Ifit is nice, | ve come
up with a water balloon toss, which went over very well
a few years ago on a very hot day. Carolyn has a
cro uet set, others like table games, so please people,
give us ideas on what you d like to have do.

We had a great field day, for any of you who
stayed away and or did your own thing that weekend.
As usual, the food was great and plentiful, the barracks

mom provided breakfasts for any who otherwise
might have had to eat cold cereal or go without.
ur kitty is growing towards our December
drawing a little bit slower during the last couple of
months, due to lower attendance, but those who

attend, are still doing their part in boosting the ticket
sales. We have some Seafair activity pri es this
month, so be sure to remember to save a few dollars to
get in on the drawing.

Your intrepid Activities Chairperson will be
trekking across county to Glacier Waterton hamfest on
meeting day, so we will be passing off the duties to
Dave KB7PS . Please show your appreciation for
them helping out. 73...Dawn KC7YYB

Hamming in Iraq ...

Well, after years of trial and all error, | did it. |
built an antenna that actually works. Its called a dipole
and by golly it works. At least | think it works. aybe it
works K and not great but it works and if you
remember, | am not very good at building. As a matter
of fact, | am a walking disaster when it comes to
building anything. As you recall | almost burnt down
the house making a 2 meter Pole but that's a
different story that you all know or can read in a past
issue.

Yep | am a walking disaster and these fools
have given me a gun and put me in a war one. What
they didn’t know was that | was a Ham and what |
didn’t know was how they would react to my hobby.
They actually encouraged it and gave me stuff to build
my antenna. Did | mention that it works Anyway, as
you can see by the picture it is made up of tent poles,
left over rope that was being tossed, e tension cords
with the ends cut off and pulleys. | had my wife send
me the balun and the insulators. | had it up in 2 hours
from 6am  am as the temps rise fast to about 120 in
the shade. By am | was sweating a lot.
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ight now | have the 17 and am waiting for

my 706. | am located in the desert near Tikrit and | am
the only Ham north of Baghdad. The actual location is

B Speicher (do a Google search and you will some
information). We fall under the 101 Airborne and we
wear their patch the same patch that you can see in
recent movies like Saving Private yan or Band of
Brothers .

The problem here is that the chance of ruining
these radios is high as the dust here is nothing like you
have ever seen. There are two ways to describe it.
The first is our nickname for it moon dust. When we
walk in it we sink and it begins to fly around us like
walking in talcum powder. ur uniforms last only 2
days before they change colors and become stiff. The
other way to describe it is to think of a house that has
not been touched for years and the furniture is covered
with sheets. Take one of those sheets and shake it out
to a point where you see the dust flying around and
that's what we live every moment of every day.

At night when the moon is full you can actually
see it drifting through the sky and when your turn your
flashlight on its as thick as misty rain. Cameras,
computer and radios tend to get ruined over here due
to it no matter how much you take care of it BUT, this
is a once in a lifetime chance to be a sought after DX
station in the middle of a war one. ortars can come

in and | will only briefly have to run for cover before |
can get right back on the air.  ow that’s rare DX
Imagine fighting to get through to my station and one
second I m there and the ne t 1 have left. | hope |
remember the call sign

So, to try to keep things alive, | spray canned
air daily on the radio and where the fan is but we are
running out of canned air and can’t seem to find
anymore over here. | also place a towel over the radio
whenever | am not using it.

k, so | am all setup and you are wondering
how do | know that it all works Well, | have to be
honest that | tuned up on 14.025 and ID’d with
K7TUT Yl as it used to be that way here in Ira but |
did not know if they still allowed it. Wow, | had
stations calling me and | was running at 1 watt. | was
tempted but | knew that if | was wrong | would be
operating illegally and they would not get credit for the

S . Sol reluctantly shut the radio down and walked
away.

Did | tell you the antenna works Huh How
about that Zero gain and Germany, Sweden, inland
and South Africa stations were calling me and | only
signed once after a series of ’s. ow don’t be
shaking your heads and giving me the holier that
though look. Don't tell me you have never kerchunked
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on a repeater without identifying your station nor tuned
and identified.

Those without sin, can cast the first stone with
the e ception of ack as he would throw it at me at any
opportunity he had. Don't look so innocent ack |
hope at the ne t meeting everyone shakes their finger
at you and says Shame, shame And | hope you all
do and get a picture to send to me.

ow, if you will allow me to, let me just make
two re uest. Please don't ever tell me, Hey, | support
the troops but not the war | have a hard time with
that after my wife had a group of protestors touting that
same thing as they tore the yellow ribbons off the back
of our truck and stomped on them. If you support the
troops then you must support what | am doing here.

therwise you are telling me thatit's K that | am here
but don’t kill any terrorists while you are there because
you are just there for oil and as an occupier. With me,
you can’t have it both ways so please do not tell me
your political feelings, just tell me you support us and
we can accept that without knowing your other
thoughts. | can only tell you that we are not putting our
lives on the line for oil. We are finding the bad guys
and getting rid of them. We are protecting ourselves
and we also protect the Ira i government and its
people.

And yes, | am sorry to say there are soldiers
over here who have done stupid and sometimes
horrible things. They should be treated as we would
treat anyone else in the states if not worse As for the
Ira i people, | have found the majority like us and |
have had fun interactions with them. | lost my ID card
and one of the locals found it, searched me out and
gave it back to me.

The second re uest is do not ask what it was
really like over here unless you want all the gory
details. | email a lot of people weekly on what is going
on but | only tell them what | want to. | do not go into
details of some of things that | don’t want to write about
nor do | want to be reminded of. So if you ask and |
give you a strange look  just ask any of our vets,
they are the only ones who understand. Itis not an
insult to you you just can’t e press it in words properly
but those who have been here, they know. We share a
reality that can only be shared from one vet to another.

We are brothers forever because we know that
we have each others back in war or peace and we
have seen, smelled, and feared the same things.
Acknowledge every vet whoever served as some
risked their lives and others who never saw combat
were willing to do the same.

Sorry, | am off my soapbo now. | look
forward to hearing any of you on the air. isten for me
and email if you like as | answer all emails at
k7tut arrl.net. Hey, | almost forgot. Did | tell you that

I built an antenna and it works Its called a dipole
and

Sal ation Army Re ort
by mEt ilerK 7 T

There has been a changing of assignments at
the enton Salvation Army. Captain Chris Brohaugh
and his wife Captain Christine Giffey Brohaugh retired
effective une 30. They have been at enton for over
five years. They plan to move back to the mid west to
be near other family members. We wish them best
regards in their new career

Captain Terrance asango (who prefers to be
called Captain Terry) and his wife utendo are now
assigned to enton Salvation Army. Captain Terry is a
fifth generation member of his family serving in the
Salvation Army. The family has served in the Salvation
Army since 1 91. Captain Terry was originally from
Zimbabwe, but was most recently assigned in Spokane
before his reassignment to enton.

If you see Captain Terry or utendo at the
Salvation Army, please give them a warm welcome.

eneral Meeting Minutes- June 7, 2006

__President Sam Sullivan N7RHE
__ ice President  arolyn Pasquier 7
__Secretary ic Rad ord 7NI
Treasurer ac Grimmett N7IHS

ctivity Mana er a nHum hrey K 7
__Radio icer PaulRoth N7 H

No rendan ur et K 7IK

No Pam ryan N7PRS
_No Guy Molinari N7 G
__No Steve oo K 7I
__No ran Tate N 7

hairman o the oard

President Sullivan called the meetin to order at M at
the Salvation rmy buildin in Renton, a
Il members and uests recited the Pled e 0 lle iance
President Sullivan made several announcements The Mi e
Key R isa iliated iththe RR , hich members are
encoura ed to oin everyone, includin visitors, should si n
the rosters visitors are reminded not to vote on membershi
matters smo in isallo edinthe ar in lotbutnotin ront
o the cha el
Members and uests introduced themselves The question o
the day as hether you have ever made your 0 n rinted
circuit board ora roect

uorum resent
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Motiontoa rove the minutes o the revious
meetin as rinted in the made by Steve
K 71 and seconded by Mi e K7 Motion assed

Sam N7RHE Thene tMi e Key General
Membershi meetin is uly , The oard toured
Renton ire station  to evaluate it as a ossible uture
meetin  lace
arolyn 7 Ne membera lications
Ivy Nelson Groves unlicensed, ta in testtoday RR
member,a roved
ic 7Nl Nothin ne tore ortatthis
time
ac N7IHS Not in attendance
Paul N7 H Nothin tore ort
anK7 oor ri es are ield
ay related Umbrella hat, e tension cord, lashli ht, o er
outlet, and hands ree lashli ht are available
rendan K 7IK nothin to
re ot TheMi e Key oard meets une |, at
Gallianos ucina in SeaTac
imK 7 Tthe ebis still there, additions to
s a ae oin u today

Steve K 71  nothin tore ort at this time
Guy N7 G Nore ort
rendan K 7IK Nothin tore ort
Pam N7PRS Ne t Public Service
committee meetin  ill be in uly
ran N 7 Nore ort
Scott G7T Re ortedsi a licants last
month, all assed, e ectin a licants today
Steve K 71 rendan K 7IK Pins and
Shirts are in Generator iasco ase lained
Please brin ire ood orthe riday and Saturday cam ires
or artyat lansthisaternoonto et lans enerator
ready touse at ield ay More to ollo astodays Pro ram

il be resented at ield ay

Ne t Tuesdayis Ta e our Handheld
to or ay and RR s onsored event

There bein no urther business, rendan K 7IK moved to
ad ourn Motion assed, and President Sullivan closed the
meetin at M

ttested ic Rad ord 7Nl |, Secretary

Board Meeting Minutes- June 2 , 2006

__President Sam Sullivan N7RHE
__ ice President  arolyn Pasquier 7
__Secretary ic Rad ord 7NI

Treasurer ac Grimmett N7IHS
ctivity Mana er a nHum hrey K 7
__Radio icer PaulRoth N7 H

No rendan ur et K 71K hairman o the oard
No Pam ryan N7PRS

_No Guy Molinari N7 G

__No Steve oo K 7I

_No ran Tate N 7

drian Roth, lan Hu hes, an
Hum hrey, Mi e in elman, oras Gassman, ave Smith,
im Et iler, Meredith o

hairman ro tem Steve K 71  called the meetin to order
at7 m at Gallianos ucinain SeaTac, ash

motiontoa rove the minutes 0 the revious
board meetin , as made by Sam N7RHE and seconded by
Pam N7PRS Motion assed

rendan K 7IK Not resent
Sam N7RHE Mentioned article rom RR
re ardin Ti s and hints or healthier clubs ne su estion
rom the article that e can use is that e need to ma e sure
that the members are better in ormed as to items that the
oard handles
arolyn 7 Ne a licants ames
McGou hK 7 8, aronTateK 7 I erea roved
by the oard, to be recommended to the Iub at the ne t
General Membershi meetin arolyn 7 moved to
ro oselris lisbhee K 7 E to the members or addition to
in lisbees amily membershi Secondedby a n
K7 Motion assed
ic 7NI Nothin tore ort at this time
ac N7IHS Not resent Sam N7RHE
ro osed Mi e in elmanto ill in as treasurer hile ac is
indis osed Seconded by Guy N7 G Motion Passed
anK7 00 in or alocation
orthe u ust icnic Noor ani erhasste ed or ardaso
this time  ithout an or ani er there ill be no icnic this
year
PaulN7 H Re eater could beu and
runnin by the be innin o u usti all oes accordin to
lan

rendan K 71K im re orted that Salvation
rmy acility reservations are bein setu and e have not
donated since last ecember e should raise our visibility
by ma in the donation at least quarterly
ran N 7 Nothin ne tore ortat
this time
Steve K 71 G T hada ood battery
bac u system or ield ay Thismi htma ea ood
ro ram
Pam N7PRS Public Service ommittee
ill be in meetin a ainin uly
Guy N7 G Plannin aclass ortheSe t ct
timerame o0 in orinstructors Sam, Paul, and lan
indicated interest
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Sam re orted that there are aloto ield ay
ictures available on the eb and else here

each did very ell, as usual e ot bonus
oints or visits rom served a encies, ublic o icials, the
outh onus,G T score asu rom lastyear The
inter erence e erienced by Phone as not caused by
eitherthe G T stationorthe i ital station Rotor control
heads ere not unctional, indicators did not indicate Re air
andre ac a in arein order

Guy as ed heretheincomin S cards o,
Mi e in elman is currently handlin them

lan brou htu some items or the board s consideration
The meetin s are too short The erce tion is that there is
an attem tto inish the meetin in the shortest eriod o time
Too little detail is available to the members re ardin the
oard s actions
The motorcycle trailer It has been at lans house or the
ast years It cant be licensed until the club rites a letter
toe lainho the club ot the trailer,and hatit ants to do
ith it Sam moved that ic rite a letter to that e ect, and
a nseconded Motion assed
The old meter antenna is still aitin orre airat lans
house e need to decide hethertore airit, orscra it It
is re airable, but ill require some time and e ort, about
hours ith eo le
There astal about ettin Rohn to er or H lan
ill sell us to er sections or each
The to er trailer needs ane dec It should be re laced
ith treated ly ood hal inch or thic er Thet o inches
need to be re aired, and the heel bearin s need to be
re ac ed Iso, the equi ment trailer needs to have its heel
bearin sre ac ed These thin s need to be accom lished
rior to the end 0 Summer and not uto until ne t year

Samas ed Steveto riteu a or ro osal, labor and
materials, to accom lish the above items

iscussion o dis osition o the motorcycle trailer, and the old
enerator and its trailer

Pam re orted thatane ham, a irei hter, as in her sho
today ho told her that they are uttin amateur radio
equi mentineach ieceo irea aratus and are requirin
ire i hters to obtain amateur radio licenses

There bein no urther business, Pam N7PRS moved or
ad ournment Motion Passed and hairman ro tem Steve
closed the meetin at m

ttested ic Radord 7NI Secretary







